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Surely the most beloved of the Gods, devotion to Lord Ganesh is widely diffused and extends to Jains, Buddhists, and beyond India. He is revered as the Remover of Obstacles and more
generally as Lord of Beginnings. He has the head of an elephant, and always carries a sweetmeat for his companion mouse.
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Shailaputri Lord Shiva's wife, Sati, unable to bear the insulting behaviour of her father to her Lord, threw herself into the sacrificial fire. She was reborn as the daughter of Shail,
King of the Himalayas and again sought Shiva as her spouse in this new aspect. She is the first of the Navadurgas and is worshipped on the first day of Navaratri.
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Brabmacharini means one who practices devout austerity. She is the way to Moksha. She is the second form of the Mother Goddess and
is worshipped on the second day of Navaratri.
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Chandraghanta is worshipped on the third day of Navaratri, to attain peace, tranquility and prosperity. She has a ‘chandra ‘or half-moon in her forehead in the shape of
a ghanta' or bell, hence the name 'Chandraghanta’




Kushmanda is considered the creator of the universe. The meaning of the name 'Ku-shm-anda'is as follows: 'Ku' = a little; ‘ushma' = 'warmth’; ‘anda’ = ‘the cosmic egg’. The universe
was a void full of darkness, until her light spread in all directions. In this aspect, she is worshipped on the fourth day of Navaratri.
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Skanda Mata the fifth aspect of Mother Durga, is the mother of Skanda or Lord Kartikeya. He was chosen by the gods as their commander-in-chief in the war against the demons.
In this form, she is depicted accompanied by the Lord Skanda in his infant form.
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Katyayani was born as the daughter of Katyayan Rishi, of the Katya lineage, thus She is called Katyayani, "daughter of Katyayan". He underwent long austerities and penance
in order to receive the grace of the Mother Goddess. She is worshipped on the sixth day.




Kaal Ratri the seventh form of Mother Durga is worshipped on the seventh day of Navaratri. She is black, and holds a sparkling sword in her right hand to battle evil. She destroys
demons, devils, and all the wicked. Her gesture of protection assures us of freedom from fear and trouble. So, she is also known as Shubbhamkari' - one who does good.




Maha Gauri means extremely fair and pure. She is worshipped on the eighth day of Navaratri. She developed a dark complexion after her long austerities. Lord Shiva washed her with
the water of the Ganges. She regained her beauty and is thus known as Maha Gauri.
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Siddhidatri is worshipped on the last day of Navratri, Mahanavami. She possesses occult energies, which are named "Ashtasiddhbi.’ She blesses saints, yogis tantrics and all devotees.




Durga was created by Vishnu, Shiv and Brahma to fight the demon Mabishasura. Durga's feminine power contains the energies of the gods. Size rides a tiger and wields weapons
given to her by various gods, like Rudra's trident and Vishnu's discus.
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