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ABOUT ICSE 2023

Background

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges that humanity is facing today, causing extreme weather and
climate catastrophes such as rising sea levels, melting glaciers, more frequent and intense disasters, and loss
of biodiversity etc. In view of the enormity of the adverse impacts of climate change, countries have reached
an agreement to take urgent steps to limit the temperature rise below 1.5°C under the Paris Agreement in
2015. However, the recent IPCC Assessment Report (2023) has highlighted the unprecedented scale of the
challenge required to keep warming to 1.5°C due to a continued increase in greenhouse gas emissions. The
report underscores the need for education to galvanize urgent action by all the stakeholders, governments, civil
society, businesses as well as the general public to address the global climate crisis and achieve sustainability.

The pace and scale of what has been done so far, and current plans, are insufficient to tackle climate change.
Therefore, it has become critical to educate about the enormity of the climate crisis and to take meaningful
action to address it on an urgent basis. This is also in line with Goals 13, 6 and many other goals of SDGs,
India’s New Education Policy 2020 and Mission LiFE of Government of India.

Education for climate action is critical because it can raise awareness and understanding of the causes,
impacts, and solutions of climate change. Education can empower communities to take action, by providing
them with the knowledge, skills, and motivation to reduce their carbon footprint thus promoting sustainable
behaviour and lifestyles. To encourage collective action to address the global challenge of climate change,
Mobius Foundation organized the 5™ International Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE) on 19th
and 20th September 2023 at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, on the theme, “Educating for Climate Action
and Sustainability”. The conference mainly focused on the need to engage the participants toward a shift
from dialogue to action for sustainability and to catalyse the transition to build the knowledge, skill and
attitude needed to drive meaningful transformation towards climate action and sustainability. Previous 4
versions of ICSE have already created an active platform for networking and partnership. The ICSE has now
become a crucial gathering for sustainability educators and professionals across the globe. The 5™ ICSE was
further structured upon and consolidated based on the experience and strength of the network to meaningfully
deliberate on the educational imperative of climate change and sustainability.

Objectives

The overall objective of the conference was to inspire positive and constructive dialogue among the participants
by sharing knowledge, skills and practical examples to motivate them to initiate innovative climate action
through various programmes and activities. This also included sharing experience and strategies, curriculum,
pedagogy, policies, and programmes to foster leadership, advocacy and how education in both formal and non-
formal settings can respond to climate crisis.

Following were some specific objectives of the conference:

1. To provide a platform for sharing good practices, ideas and examples related to climate action and
sustainability through education and learning.

2. To highlight the importance of education as a powerful tool for promoting positive behavioural change to
address climate change and sustainability challenges.

3. To empower and encourage youth to become climate and sustainability ambassadors, in their
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communities and beyond.

4. To come up with a set of recommendations for joint projects/ ecopreneurs/ campaigns and actions for
climate change and sustainability.

Participants & format of ICSE 2023

The 5™ ICSE was organized on September 19 (Tuesday) & 20 (Wednesday), 2023 through hybrid mode
between at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, India by Mobius Foundation in partnership with some
of the key environmental organizations, UNESCO, UNEP, Centre for Environment Education (CEE),
Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE, Copenhagen), The Climate Reality Project India, The
Energy and Resource Institute (TERI), WWF India, TERRE Policy Centre etc.

The conference brought together around 750 participants physically (700 Indians + 50 Foreigners) and
was joined by thousands virtually from across the globe representing multi-disciplinary and diverse group
of stakeholders including: policy makers, teachers and educators, young professionals, representative of
schools and education networks, youth, scientists and technical experts, as well as individuals from the
private sector and civil society. The event was graced by eminent speakers/distinguished dignitaries via 8
plenary sessions including inauguration and closing ceremony. There were sessions for contributed papers
and posters from diverse fields and professions. Presentations and discussions were organized in the form
of panel interactions, working groups, workshops, symposia and round tables by ICSE partners through
15 parallel thematic sessions in two days. There was a special plenary for Youth4Earth campaign winners
and young professionals. ICSE also showcases a special plenary on population stabilization as part of
Mobius Foundation’s year-long campaign ‘VIRAM: Agenda Sustainability’ with India Today Group. The
Conference also facilitated display of exhibits, stalls, projects and practices by partners and delegates to
showcase their work towards sustainability. There were ample opportunities for interactions, networking,
developing linkages and partnerships during cultural evenings, open sessions, and poster presentations
throughout the conference.

Outcome

The conference provided a unique opportunity for educators, policymakers, and other stakeholders to
come together to share their experiences, knowledge, and best practices for educating youth about climate
action and sustainability. This conference aimed to inspire and empower youth to act towards building a
greener future.




Dr. Ram Boojh
Convener, ICSE 2023 & Advisor, Mobius Foundation, New Delhi, India

The 5™ International Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE), the
flagship event of Mobius Foundation, took place on September 19 to 20,
2023, with a focus on “Educating for Climate Action and Sustainability”.
This theme holds immense significance given the urgency of addressing
climate change, a pressing challenge for humanity.

ICSE, initiated in 2019, received an overwhelming response, attracting participation from leading
global environmental organizations, educators, and leaders. The subsequent editions of the
conference were held virtually due to the pandemic which set a trend for continuing the discourse
on diverse perspectives of sustainability education. The 4" ICSE in 2022 adopted a hybrid format,
featuring both in-person and virtual participation, emphasizing the theme “Building Connections
and Partnerships for a Sustainable Future” Looking ahead, the success of ICSE 2023 underscores
our commitment to advancing sustainability education on a global scale. The ongoing support from
all stakeholders, participants, and partners reaffirms our collective responsibility to address the
complexities of climate change through education and collaborative action.

The present report provides a glimpse of the proceedings of the conference including keynote
speeches, discussions, interventions, and insights from leading sustainability leaders and experts.
We have tried to summarize the important reflections and perspectives shared by the participants
in various panels and sessions providing a deep understanding of the issues, concerns and solutions
for multifaceted theme of education for climate action and sustainability. Hopefully, this report
will serve as an important resource and reference material for all those interested and involved in
sustainability education initiatives and for inspiring meaningful action towards a sustainable and
resilient future.

I extend my sincere gratitude to Mr. Pradip Burman, Chairman, Mobius Foundation, for his
consistent and unwavering support to ICSE. The enthusiastic guidance and support provided
by Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai, Chairman of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), have been
exceptionally valuable. My thanks to Mr. Praveen Garg, President, Mobius Foundation, for his
valuable advice and support for the success of the conference. I greatly appreciate the valuable
support of all the ICSE partners as well as my colleagues at the Mobius Foundation whose timely
contribution has made this report possible.
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Mr. Pradip Burman
Chairman, Mobius Foundation, New Delhi, India

I wish to extend my gratitude to every one of you for your exceptional
contributions that led to the successful completion of the 5™ International
Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE) 2023, centered around
the theme “Educating for Climate Action and Sustainability”.

Education has the power to shape attitudes and behaviours, equipping individuals with knowledge
and skills to understand the impact of our actions on the planet. Through education, we can foster
motivation to make sustainable choices and implement policies and practices that prioritize the
health of our planet.

Your unwavering dedication and commitment to advancing the cause of sustainability through
education have not gone unnoticed. The insightful discussions, profound perspectives, and
innovative solutions shared during the conference have become invaluable assets in our collective
effort to address the urgent issue of climate change.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to our esteemed keynote speakers, panellists,
policymakers, educators, researchers, youth and all stakeholders who played a crucial role in
making this event a resounding success.

Reflecting on the enriching experience of ICSE 2023, let’s seamlessly carry forward the momentum
gained and continue our journey towards fostering a global culture that champions education for
a sustainable future.




Mr. Praveen Garg, IAS (Retd.)
President, Mobius Foundation, New Delhi, India

I am delighted to reflect on the success of the 5% Edition of the
International Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE), which
continues our initiative to promote and strengthen Sustainability
Education.

Over the course of two days, September 19" and 20", 2023, the conference convened national &
international organizations, government agencies, civil society, students, sustainability educators,
leaders in a remarkable display of collective commitment.

Our focus on the theme 'Educating for Climate Action and Sustainability' underscores the
imperative to guide participants toward a shift from dialogue to action for sustainability and
to catalyze the transition to cultivating the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to drive
meaningful transformation towards climate action and sustainability.

The conference served as a dynamic platform for the exchange of knowledge, experiences, ideas
and recommendations, featuring 100+ speakers across 9 plenaries, 20 thematic parallel sessions,
and over 50+ paper and poster presentations, alongside inaugural and concluding plenaries.

Throughout the preceding four-year journey of the ICSE Conference on the Road to Sustainability
Education, ICSE has established a distinct trend for discussion on diverse aspects of sustainability
education among various stakeholders.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their invaluable contributions and eagerly
anticipate continuing this conversation on Sustainability Education in the future.
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Dr. Jane Goodall,
Founder, The Jane Goodall Institute & UN Messenger of Peace

The ICSE conference plays a vital role in raising awareness,
advocating for sustainability, and empowering society through
education. Indeed, these conferences have been at the very
forefront of stressing the need for education of this sort for
protecting the planet.

Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai
Founder & Director, Centre for Environmental Education (CEE), Ahmedabad,
India

Education serves as a beacon to achieve ambitious goals and
shape a sustainable future, yet the challenge in India lies in the
insufficient allocation of resources specifically dedicated to
research in the field.

Mr. Atul Bagai
Country Head, United Nations Environment Programme,
UNEP-India Office, New Delhi

We are grappling with a triple planetary crisis encompassing
climate, nature and pollution. | hope ICSE introduces an additional
guiding principle of ‘Prakriti Devo Bhava’ into our lifestyles and
mindset.

Dr. Rajendra Singh
Magsaysay Awardee, ‘Waterman of India’ & Chairman, People’s World
Commission on Drought and Flood

I wish and hope that this conference could be remembered as
a pivotal moment, a driving force for transformation that yields
concrete results to be put into action.




Dr. Anil Prakash Joshi
Founder, Himalayan Environmental Studies and Conservation
Organization (HESCO), Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India

Education is learning from the past, training for the present
and a vision for the future, which are essential for harmonious
coexistence with nature and sustainable development.

Dr. Ajay Mathur
Director General, International Solar Alliance (ISA), India

Our aim should align inquiry with action by bridging knowledge
and policy to drive impactful change. Together we can work
towards a sustainable future by propelling the global shift towards
solar energy.

Prof. G.D. Sharma
President, Association of Indian Universities and Vice Chancellor,
University of Science & Technology, Meghalaya, India

| witness the palpable acceleration of climate change, it becomes
increasingly apparent that our actions must mirror the urgency
of this reality. Colleges and universities are now compelled
to redouble their efforts, awakening rural communities to the
imperative of sustainable practices.

Ms. Donna Goodman
Founder, Earth Child Institute, USA

The importance of water for life underscores the imperative of
youth empowerment for global climate action, emphasizing that
while the earth will naturally rejuvenate itself, it is we as humanity
who must genuinely strive for a holistic way of coexisting.




Mr. Sam Barratt
Chief, Youth Education & Advocacy Unit, UNEP-Nairobi

We must connect the dots in this challenging moment in human
history to ensure that we are not the last civilization but the one
that reverses the clock and brings about positive change.

Dr. Erach Bharucha
Director, Bharati Vidyapeeth Institute of Environment Education and
Research (BVIEER), Pune, India

I motivate everyone to embrace the evolution of nature-based
education from theory to action, fostering a deeper connection
with our environment through a holistic, interconnected, and
experiential approach.

Mr. Leonard Sonnenschein,
President, Conservation for the Oceans Foundation, USA

Education illuminates the path towards climate change adaptation,
revealing the intricate interconnections within our planetary
cycles. Awareness sparks action, shaping our collective impact on
land, sea, and sky.

Ms. Joyce Poan
Chief of Education, UNESCO, New Delhi, India

We need to find ways to appropriately support teachers and
educators to ensure that Environment for Sustainable Development
(ESD) and climate change education are incorporated into the
curriculum, creating a natural linkage between the subjects they
teach and the necessary climate change education.

Ms. Nandita Bajaj
Executive Director, Population Balance, US

Recognizing the reality of population denialism is essential for
addressing the environmental and societal impacts of population
growth. We must prioritize global support for family planning,
empowering women to make informed choices and redirecting
resources toward a sustainable future.




Ms. Iwona Gin
Head, European Projects, Nausicca, National Sea Experience Centre, France

The vastness of our oceans, resembling a blue marble, holds the
key to our planet’'s survival. Through initiatives like the "Youth
for Ocean Forum,’ young people are shaping a sustainable future
for our oceans. Let us come together to amplify their voices and
actions, ensuring a brighter tomorrow for generations to come.

Mr. Jadav Payeng
Environmentalist, Forest Man of India, Assam, India

Through dedication and action, we have the power to transform
barren landscapes into thriving ecosystems while enhancing global
education systems to impart practical environmental knowledge.
This fosters a deep appreciation for Mother Earth and recognizes
the vital role of women in conservation efforts.

Ms. Antonella Vassallo
Managing Director, International Ocean Institute HQ, University of Malta

| believe there is a need for sustainability education to encompass
the vital role of oceans, recognizing their interconnectedness with
Earth's biome, and emphasizing the importance of ocean literacy
for a sustainable future.

Mr. Sunil Murlidhar Shastri
Consultant, Educator & Speaker, Ocean and Environmental Governance,
UK

We must create a platform to manage the affairs of the ocean,
fostering ocean literacy as our pathway to understanding,
conservation, and responsible stewardship. Through education at
all levels and engagement across society, we can nurture a culture
of love and understanding for our oceans, ensuring a sustainable
future for all.

Dr. Vinitaa Apte
Founder Director, TERRE Policy Centre, Pune, India

I express my commendation for the five successful iterations of
ICSE, urging its expansion to communities and underscoring
its potential as a catalyst for sustainable education through
community engagement.




Dr. Vimal Katiyar
Professor & Dean, Research and Development, IIT Guwahati, India

Through interdisciplinary innovation and holistic thinking, we pave
the path towards sustainable technology adoption. Let us shift
our mindset from curiosity to impact driven research, ensuring a
brighter, more sustainable future for all.

Ms. Poonam Muttreja
Executive Director, Population Foundation of India (PFI), New Delhi, India

| emphasize the importance of empowering women by providing
them with education, access to family planning, and reproductive
rights. Education, in particular, is highlighted as a key driver in
delaying marriage and opening up opportunities for women,
contributing to population stabilization.

Mr. Aditya Pundir
Director, The Climate Reality Project India & South Asia, New Delhi, India

Empowerment through sustainability education and green
campuses is key, to fostering the leadership potential of our youth.
The Youth for Earth campaign ignites hope, fueling the engine of
positive change.

Dr. Arvind Anil Boaz, IFS (Retd.)
Former HoFF, Former D. G. SACEP / UNSASP Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India

Empowering communities with Nature-based Solutions requires
bridging the gap between scientific jargon and local understanding,
integrating traditional wisdom with modern approaches. Through
local initiatives and knowledge sharing, we can align traditional
skills with modern goals for sustainable change.




Mr. Richard McDonald
Presenter and Executive Director, R Futures Group, Switzerland

Actions speak louder than words, and small actions have the power
to prompt reflection more effectively than mere wisdom.

Ms. Huma Masood
Senior Gender Specialist, UNESCO, New Delhi, India

Empowering women with knowledge and decision-making
capabilities is crucial for ensuring their rights and addressing
critical issues like population control.

Ms. Meena Raghunathan
Environment Educator, Author, Bengaluru, India

It is crucial to recognize the importance of integrating sustainability
into the fabric of education, influencing how every subject is
taught and learned. It involves cultivating a mindset that considers
sustainability in every action and decision.

Ms. Gayatri Raghwa
Environment Education Expert, UNEP, New Delhi, India

The need of the hour for all of us as environment educators is not
to work in silos but together. Let's showcase that India is a hub for
remarkable environment-based projects, emphasizing the wealth
of knowledge and inspiration available for all to learn from.

Ms. Prarthana Borah
Director, Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP), Delhi

The importance of the private sector is underscored by its pivotal
rolein climate action and environmental stewardship. By addressing
challenges and seizing climate opportunities, businesses can pave
the way for a sustainable future, aligning climate action with
business strategy.
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INAUGURAL CEREMONY

The 5% International Conference on Sustainability
Education (ICSE) commenced with the ceremonial lighting
of the lamp, led by Chief Guest Mr. Atul Bagai, Country
Head of UNEP-India and other esteemed dignitaries
including Mr. Pradip Burman, Chairman, Mobius
Foundation, Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai, Founder Director,
CEE, Mr. Praveen Garg, President, Mobius Foundation, Dr.
Ram Boojh, CEO, Mobius Foundation, Dr. Anil Prakash
Joshi, Founder HESCO, and Ms. Donna Goodman,
Founder Earth Child Institute, USA.

Following the auspicious lamp lighting ceremony, students
of Gyan Anant Vidyalaya (GAV) performed a welcome
song.

Dr. Ram Boojh, welcomed the dignitaries and esteemed
delegates. He highlighted that the 5% edition of ICSE
marks a significant milestone in the field of sustainability
education. Dr. Boojh also provided insights into the
journey of ICSE since its inception in 2019, underscoring
the conference’s unwavering commitment to advancing

the cause of sustainability education. He introduced the
theme of the conference highlighting the important role
of education to ensure climate action and sustainability.

In her video message, Dr. Jane Goodall, Founder,
The Jane Goodall Institute & UN Messenger of Peace
mentioned that the 5™ ICSE, centered around the theme
‘Educating for Climate Action and Sustainability’ is taking
place at a crucial juncture. She added, “Education can play
a really important role not only by creating awareness of
the problem but by explaining what we can do to start
turning things around.” Dr. Goodall also underscored the
vital role that ICSE is playing in raising awareness and
helping people understand the importance of advocating
for sustainability.

Dr. Rajendra Singh, Magsaysay Awardee, ‘Waterman
of India’ & Chairman- People’s World Commission on
Drought and Flood in his video message extended his
heartfelt congratulations to the entire Mobius foundation




family for orchestrating an outstanding sustainability
conference aligned with the Paris Agreement. He
expressed his deepest hope that this conference would
be remembered as a pivotal moment, a driving force for
transformation that yields concrete results to be put into
action.

In his keynote address, Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai,
Founder Director, Centre for Environment Education
(CEE), highlighted the evolution of climate change from
being a theoretical concept that people perceived as
affecting others, to a stark reality impacting individuals
worldwide through events like floods, droughts, and
forest fires. He also discussed the Prime Minister’s goals
for India to achieve a developed nation status by 2047,
marking 100 years of Independence, and to become a
net-zero country by 2070. Mr. Sarabhai emphasized the
critical role of education, particularly in cultivating critical
thinking skills, in meeting these targets.

Dr. Anil Prakash Joshi, Founder, Himalayan
Environmental Studies and Conservation Organization
(HESCO), in his special address provided a comprehensive
overview of the Himalayan region’s current state.
He emphasized the imperative for a region-specific
development strategy that integrates climate and
ecological considerations into its framework. Dr. Joshi
said, “Education is learning from past, train you for living
in the present and is a liking for future.” Furthermore,
he highlighted that rural communities bear the brunt of
climate change impacts, underscoring the importance of
harmonious coexistence with nature, a wisdom deeply
ingrained in India’s traditional knowledge and scientific
practices.

Ms. Donna Goodman, Founder, Earth Child Institute,
USA, emphasized the critical significance of water as
the fundamental source of life. She also addressed the
pivotal role of youth on a global scale as catalysts for
climate action. Ms. Goodman underscored the necessity
of equipping and empowering future generations with the
essential tools to lead vital initiatives. She remarked, “The
Earth will naturally rejuvenate itself. It is us as humanity
that must genuinely strive for a holistic way of coexisting.”

Mr. Praveen Garg, IAS (Retd.), President, Mobius
Foundation, shared the intriguing origin story of the
Mobius strip, which serves as the philosophical foundation
of the Mobius Foundation. He explained that the Mobius
strip, representing circularity and continuity, mirrors
the inherent essence of nature. In his address, Mr. Garg
spoke about the significance of quality education for
sustainable development, aligning with SDG 4 and the
National Education Policy 2020. He also advocated for
the integration of concepts from the recently launched
Mission LiFe by the Government of India into course

N g}f:

curricula. This initiative emphasizes mindfulness, prudent
resource utilization, and the promotion of sustainable
lifestyles. “To effectively address the challenge of climate
change, it is imperative to inspire and engage the youth,”
he emphasized. Additionally, he highlighted the crucial
role of training, motivating, and empowering teachers in
delivering high-quality education to students.

Mr. Pradip Burman, Chairman, Mobius Foundation in
his address remarked, “As we look back at the previous
four conferences, we can proudly say that the conference
has become a pivotal event in the realm of sustainability
education.” He added, “Sustainability education is
not merely a topic of discussion, but a call for action.”
Mr. Burman also elaborated on Mobius Foundation’s
endeavours in forging a verdant and sustainable future.
This is being achieved through initiatives focused on
population stabilization, exemplified by projects like
Project Aakar, Project Viram, and the 100 Schools
Education Program.

Addressing the audience as Chief Guest, Mr. Atul
Bagai, Country Head, UNEP, India, mentioned about
the pivotal role of women in the forefront of sustainability
education. He emphasized that we are grappling with
a triple planetary crisis encompassing climate, nature,
and pollution. Furthermore, Mr. Bagai pointed out that
recent studies indicate that we have already exceeded six
out of the nine critical tipping points. He expressed the
hope that the conference would introduce an additional
guiding principle into our lifestyles and mindset: ‘Prakriti
Devo Bhava), signifying reverence for nature.

The souvenir volumes were officially unveiled by the
dignitaries present on the stage. Subsequently, Dr. Ram
Boojh expressed his gratitude in a vote of thanks. He
extended heartfelt thanks to all the participants, esteemed
dignitaries, and special guests for their invaluable
contribution to the conference. Following the vote of
thanks, mementoes were presented to the dignitaries.
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OPENING PLENARY

The tone for the two-day conference was set in this session.
The session was chaired by Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai,
Founder Director, CEE, Ahmedabad, India.

Speakers

«  Ms. Antonella Vassallo, Managing Director,
International Ocean Institute, University of Malta

« Dr. Dipankar Saharia, Regional Senior Director,
Centres at TERI

e Dr. Ajay Mathur, Director General, International
Solar Alliance (ISA)-video message

«  Ms. Joyce Poan, Chief of Education, UNESCO, New
Delhi, India

o Mr. Sam Barratt, Chief of Youth, Education &
Advocacy Unit, UNEP, Nairobi, Kenya

Moderator
Dr. Ram Boojh, CEO, Mobius Foundation

Summary of the Discussions and Presentations

Ms. Antonella Vassallo brought a unique perspective
on sustainability education, emphasizing the vital role of
oceans. Highlighting the longstanding commitment of
the International Ocean Institute since 1972, she stressed
their dedication to promoting the sustainable utilization
of Earth’s resources, particularly those of the planet’s
oceans. Ms. Vassallo specified that the primary focus of
the International Ocean Institute at the 5™ ICSE would
be ocean literacy. She further emphasized that when
contemplating the oceans, it is crucial to acknowledge
that a significant portion of the planet’s oxygen—50%, in

fact—is generated by oceanic phytoplankton. Ms. Vassallo
expressed the necessity for sustainability education to
encompass all facets of the planet’s biome, asserting that
it is no longer justifiable to treat the different parts of land
and oceans as separate entities.

Dr. Dipankar Saharia, hailing from Assam, highlighted
the global vulnerability of the north-eastern region of India
as a hotspot for disasters. He underscored that heightened
pressure on the hills has led to a surge in extreme events.
Dr. Saharia pointed out that TERI has been actively
engaged in addressing climate change since the 1980s. To
tackle the challenges associated with climate change, he
stressed the need for global action and the strengthening
of education systems. This, he emphasized, should extend
beyond formal education to encompass informal education
as well. Furthermore, he detailed various environmental
projects undertaken by TERI, including the ‘Green
Olympiad’ program designed for school children. This
initiative aims to raise awareness about the environment
and promote sustainable development.

Dr. Ajay Mathur, highlighted the International Solar
Alliance’s (ISA) commitment to establishing solar energy
as the preferred energy source in all member countries.
Speaking to the audience, he drew attention to a significant
challenge: the disparity between the discourse where
information is generated and where it is utilized for policy
decisions. Dr. Mathur stressed the crucial need to bridge
the gap between the logic of inquiry and the logic of policy
action, urging everyone to address this disparity.

Ms. Joyce Poan, further pointed out that, according
to UNESCO’s review in 2021, nearly 40% of national
curriculum frameworks in a hundred countries made
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no reference to climate change. As a U.N. agency with an
interdisciplinary mandate covering education, natural
and social sciences, UNESCO has been actively involved
in global initiatives to promote sustainability and climate
change education. Highlighting the crucial role of teachers
in disseminating climate change education, she stated,
“We need to find ways to appropriately support teachers
and educators to ensure that Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) and climate change education are
incorporated into the curriculum. This way, there is a
natural linkage between the subjects they teach and
the needed climate change education.” Ms. Joyce also
mentioned about the ‘State of the Education Report for
India 2023, a collaborative effort between UNESCO, New
Delhi office, CEE, Mobius Foundation, and UNICEF. This
report serves as a tangible contribution from UNESCO
and its partners towards addressing climate change and
promoting sustainability in education.

According to Mr. Sam Barratt, there are three crucial
changes that must be implemented. Firstly, the young
people serve as a powerful catalyst for transforming the
current education system into one that aligns with our
needs. Secondly, the importance of significant investments
in STEM education for girls. Lastly, he emphasized
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the necessity of thinking beyond traditional classroom
settings. Mr. Barratt stated the significance of government
prioritizing environmental education on their agenda.
He also urged for a holistic approach in navigating the
complexities of the current human era. He said, “We must
connect the dots in this challenging moment in human
history to ensure that we are not the last civilization but
the one that reverses the clock and brings about positive
change.”

Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai contributed to the
conversation by noting, “We are among the select countries
where environmental education is a mandatory component
at every formal education level.” He acknowledged the
improvement in textbooks over time and observed a
heightened environmental awareness among the younger
generation. However, he pointed out the challenge in India
lies in the insufficient allocation of resources specifically
dedicated to research in the field.

Dr. Ram Boojh, further commented that India stands
out in grassroots innovations, stating, “Our education
system somehow redirects itself towards the profound
roots embedded in our society.”
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1 PRIVATE SECTOR ENGAGEMENT
IN CLIMATE ACTION
Background

Climate change poses one of the greatest challenges of our
time, requiring collective efforts from all sectors of society
to combat its impact. The private sector, as a key driver of
global economic activity, plays a crucial role in addressing
climate change. This concept note outlines a proposal for
the session titled “Private Sector Engagement in Climate
Change” to be organized by CDP India at the Internati