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W hen peapie thindk of Tndia, they think of a land of tigers and temples. They are not wrong, at least about the temples.

From the snow covered Himalayas to the fip of Cape Comorin, from the sandy wastes of Rajasthan to the verdant forests of the eastern bills, there are temples. On
mowntains, in valleys, beside rivers and even in the sea. There are monumental temples of marble, stone and gilding, which have survived  for thotsands of years. Some have
been destroyed several times, but were rebuilt every time. More modest brick and cement temples excist in villages and the poorer areas of cities, Millions of homes have a
space where their muriis live bebind a pr viecting curtain, waiting fill the fine fﬂi" Pﬁg_‘fﬁ" Little places under peepul trees have a melal cut-ont :_?f a f{gﬂﬂ with a red fikka,
wearing d garland ﬂim. marigolds and, in frant, a leaf’ with a sweetmeat on it

Ohuir temples are nofjusi places to pray in, They ). are our history, our heri Mgﬂ* ::m'r ﬁ ﬂd&, the ,gf#ﬁ that binds us together. They bave survived war, psf!aqg ::Hm' destruction, They
have been, and still are, the heart and sou! of our pﬁnpﬁe

Anymiiere one worships, there is a temple,

—— o ST T —

Dear Friends, » 1 i "AB{]LTT THE hRTIST
India has the world's largest number of places of w{]mh:p '
Many of them have centuries of hismr}randlﬂgﬂnﬂ& altached to.
them. All of them are beautifully decorated with carvings and : !
sculptures. It makes you wonder how they moyed lmgﬁhlm.kﬂ 5 :1;'1;[-’.:_ seulptures and J’.‘:ﬂ;_"'-’_li.’lgﬁ of the temples are intricate,

Gautam Partho Rp}r has done it again! His sketches of
India's temples are a form of worship.

of stone and placed them at greal heights with the ];ﬂrfuhw * - and he has captured every detail, down to the last flower
tools available at thal time. : cmamdul 5 gaﬁamd

Selecting the temples for this mle.ndnr has he:un 4 ﬁﬁa[leng.'ﬁ“- 3
S0 many temples! How could I select only one for aac]Imnmh? _
So, the calendarhas 12 temples, but the booklethas many more! b L

_- | The g:mudeur beauty and majesty of our ImelﬁE have
~been portrayed by a hand guided by love and reverence  Cattam Partho Roy
_ I‘[Em‘hmll}: wentio Cambodia to absorb the aﬁpﬂrﬁﬂiﬂﬁ ofthe temples of Angkor.

The largest temple complex in the world 1 in Mﬂw%bﬂdﬁ. ﬁnd“theg amilm-dq Y I—]hsa:rtl h E ﬂaﬂd ddhg gﬂt“ a feel” of the place, Tﬁa‘t o d&dmatmn I

temples. Angkor deserves the prominence of the cover page, notonly forits a’ge', ﬁut also !

for the exquisite sculptures and carvings that céver wgr}r irich. Fur ::mmms 1w ol o1 0 _E‘J-'erj: Fﬁuﬁhﬂ uses a dlﬁﬁrﬁﬂt medium. He has used oils; ink, charcoal, poster and

hidden in a forest, sheltered by trees, coverad by 1{1]1&5&11& aun'nmde;l hyamnut 3km. | waler ﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬁa ! |

lom (Loig ol
e r £ [on g U1 }fear ﬂ*ﬁ mkagam ‘We were wondering if there was anew medivm he would

Besides important places of worship, | have dlso sﬁleuﬁd- 5 tgmiﬂes Whlch ate very S find. rewid]

‘unusual. As for the sketches. you can judge for nge]f [mqg‘ﬂ }rﬂu ﬂl&t .;mf artist oo B dadar - i :

claimed that he had to getstronger lenses for his spal:'::ﬂclea o : 1 Gautam Parﬂm'&ngf-is a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Rabindra Bharti University.

Estwmh&s . - - : i g
- Pradip Burman : — Contact: e mail: artgautamproy@yahoo.co.in
i A\ sanat .v?‘
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OUR HERITAGE : TEMPLES & SHRINES

r’ﬁ gkor Thom
5 ¥ |||‘ﬁ'i.
Locared in presenc-day Cambadia, was the lase and most endusing
capital ity of the Khiner empire. Tt was established in the late

twelfeh eentury by King Jayavarman VIL Anghor Thom means
Carean City, and 22 temples were buile within its walls.

The city walls were surrounded by a modt, enclosing an area of
90 hectares, The fowr gates into the city are carved with four
pigantie faces of Lord Vishou,

each Facing & cardinal point, with a passage through the base. A
smmalket grate, called the Victory gate, leads somighe to the royal
prilace,

The bridge that crosses the moar to the sourh gare has an avenie
of statmes Cne side has a towr of apsaras, and the other has a row
of desmons. Each side carries a giane sezpent, a seven headed nang,
very similar 1o the serpent that churns the Sea OF Milk.

-re e

2 Lﬂ@gku.r Wﬂ_ﬁ_ii _
’ __ Cambodia

b
Deep in the alluvial plans of Cambodia lies the largest temple complex i the wordd and the lagpest Hindu temple in the wordd. Anghor Wat
occupies almost 24 hectares, Ower a fifteen hundred years ago, the king of the Khmer people, Surpavarman I, built 2 new city: In the middle
of the clty, taised an g plavform, he buile o magnificent temple, Angkor Wat, Other stroctures were built with lipht materials, probably bambuoo,
and did not survive the cenmries.

A new city, named Angkor Thom, was buile close to the temple. The architecrural layout of the temple 15 an expression of Mt Meru surroumbed
by the seeans Iris enclosed by a formidable square wall, §m high and 12km long and encircled by a 190m-wide moat. A bridge, guarded by
stone lions on either side, was built across the moat.
andstone blocks for the building were quartied from a mountain more than 50km away, and foated down on rafts. The construction of Angkor
War mvolbred 300,000 workers and 6000 elephants,

The Interior has countless carvings and sculptures. The first level of the remple has six has reliefs, each is 2 story carved in stone: The Bastle of
Kurukshetra; The Batte of Lanks; The Victory of Krishoa over the demon Bana; the battle between the Gods and the Demons; The churning
of the Sea of Milk and the army of the King
The walls have carvings picurng the life of the city: women dressing their hair , caerying water jugs, weaving and malung baskets. The men are
shavwtl tuking elephants to the river, practising martial arts, wresthing and hunting, There is no space lefr un-carved,

Angkor Ta Prohm

The Khmer people usually added a remple 1o a hospital. Ta
Probm was ane of 102 such temples. It is small, but had it's own
popura which is now in ruins, There are carvings of roundels
enclosing figures. It seems that the deity in the temple was ofien
bathed, because a small channel exists o remove the warer

oo smiothered in creepers and vines, Ta Prohm was a Buddhist
temple dedicated o the mother of Jayavarman YIL Ir 13 a emple
of towrers, closed courryards and nareow cortidors. Many of the
corridioes are impassable, clogged with jumbled piles of delicarcly
carved svone blocks dislodged by the roots of long-decayed trees
Bas-relicfs on bolging walls are carpeted with lichen, moss and
creeping plants, and sheubs sprout from the roots of monumental
porches. Trees, undreds of years old, tower overhead, thelr
leaves Altering the sunlight and casting a greenish pall over the
whole scene.
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Angkor Thom Angkor Wat Cambodia Angkor Ta Prohm



Kashi Vishwanath, ;
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

TR T e

g
- e
[T T
=||=|l'|'| |||.
TRE N |I||.|
i L

i)

Py

==y rlipa il

——



Badrinarayan,
Badrinath, Uttrakhand
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Jagannath,
Puri, Odisha —
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Ramanathaswamy;,
Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu
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Ajmer Sharif Dargah,
Ajmer, Rajasthan



Basilica of Bom Jesus,
Velha Goa, Goa



Bankey Bihari,
Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh



Parsi Fire Temple,
Udvada, Gujrat



Golden Temple,
Amritsar, Punjab



Gomateshwar,
Shravanabelagola, Karnataka



Brahma Temple,
Pushkar, Rajasthan
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