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“A man is recognised by the hat he wears”.
A Sombrero is worn by Mexicans. A cowboy hat (Stetson)

in the “Wild West” of USA.

English bankers wear bowler hats. A person without a
bowler hatis not a banker.

A “Jockey” cap of the racing horse rider, is used in all
countries.

In India, there are more than 100 varieties of headgears. This year we have
shown a colourful array of headgears, worn in different States of India. The
Gandhi cap was worn by freedom fighters. People wearing ‘Gandhi Cap’ will
be recognised as Indians, in any country.

Enjoy it, recognise it and be able to tell where it is from.
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Pradip Burman

ABOUTTHE ARTIST

“Headgears of India” was a topic that needed dedication
and expertise to bring out fine details in each painting. To
paint headgear of different states in India, each having
unique features was a demanding task, but is presented
well by him through paintings. You can really see how
much care has been taken while painting each piece. His
paintings help us escape to different states without taking Gautam Partho Roy
astep.

“Amazing” is all we can say. Both prints and original arts are gorgeous. Artist’s
dedication and commitment to his task is commendable. We sure will have
many compliments on this project, no one would have ever seen such unique
beautiful paintings of headgears.

Gautam Partho Roy holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Rabindra
Bharti University, Kolkata and is the only artist for our calendars since we
started making calendars.

Contact : +91-93508 58538, E-mail: gautampartharoy@gmail.com
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Why Headgear?

In a way, this topic can be called a glimpse of the cultural and social journey of
India. When I was offered the privilege of researching and writing for the
booklet, I found the topic very fascinating and challenging. When the work
started on this subject, the need for extensive study and research was felt. In
this study, I got the cooperation and guidance of Mr. Burman and the
cooperation of the “National Museum” at the primary level.

Looking back at India’s cultural history, India’s jewellery, the caves of Ajanta
and Ellora, ancient temples and their sculptures, Buddhist monastic murals,
metal and clay sculptures, and ancient paintings and miniatures all feature a
variety of attractive headgear.

If you look at the tribal dances and rituals, as well as people’s daily lives in all
states, you will notice a variety of caps on people’s heads. The headgear is so
mingled with social customs and various occasions that it has become the
identity of its region or area.

This booklet is for reference purposes only. It provides brief information
about the Indian headgear. I express my gratitude for giving me a place on the
Foundation’s presentation team on this broad but important topic.
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Brijendra Rehi



Headgears of India

The tradition of wearing headgears has existed since ancient times.
In the social, religious and cultural lives of the people of India. There is
evidence of this in sculptures, paintings, classical and folk-dance forms
and items obtained during historical excavations. Also, in the
development of the tradition of jewellery, there is a detailed description
of headdresses and makeup.

Indian dances like Rasleela, Yakshagana, Odishi, Bharatnatyam and
Kathakali are testimony to the fact that headgears are part of our
cultural tradition. Not only this, the "Gandhi cap", prepared on the
instructions of Mahatma Gandhi during India's independence
movement, became a symbol of solidarity and freedom from slavery.

Furthermore, caps have been and will continue to be a symbol of
community and gotra identity in Indian tribes.

These turbans are known by names depending on the languages,
provinces, regions and communities. For example: Turban, Mysore
Peta, Pheta, Safa, Keski, Chandtora, Puneri, Jaapi, Karakas, Dastar,
Khindka, Tomara, Gultan, Khumbeu etc.

By looking at any cap, one can easily deduce whether it pertains to
men or women. Women's caps have many names, like Dupatta, Chadar,
Odhni, Chunni, Pacheri Hijab, Gonda, etc.

In many parts of the country, it is customary to wear safa on the
occasion of a wedding. The safa worn by the Gharati (the bride's side)
and the Baratis (the bride's side) are different colours, making it easy to
distinguish which guest is from the groom's side and who is from the
bride's side.

Looking back in time, the kings in Indian princely states were
identified by their royal crowns and the ornaments that adorned them.
Here is a brief glimpse of the high artistic culture of India's headgears

through this Calendar /booklet.
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Andamian & Vieobar

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands is an archipelago that became a union territory of the Republic of
India on November 1, 1956. The islands are located in the Bay of Bengal within the north-eastern part
of the Indian Ocean. Since November 1982, a Lieutenant Governor has been heading the
administration. The capital city, Port Blair, is located on Andaman Island. During the British Raj, the
Cellular Jail (Kalapani), which was used to house political prisoners, was constructed in Port Blair.

In December 2018, Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island; Neil Island as
Shaheed Dweep Island and Havelock Island as Swaraj Island. The Islands are home to six aboriginal
tribes, including the Andamanese, Onges, Jarawas, Sentinelese, Nicobarese and Shompens.

A dominant group of people from the islands, known as the Jarwas, wear a coconut leaf around their
heads that resembles a strip. During the Pig Festival, Nicobarese tribal dancers perform a circular
dance while wearing seashell garlands (4) on their heads. This dance commemorates the death of the
family patriarch. It is celebrated with all-night dancing beneath the swaying palms and the full moon.
The dancers walk beautifully to the beat of age-old songs while wearing coconut frond costumes.
Whenever festivals are organized by the Eastern Regional Cultural Center, a crown-like ornament is
worn on the head with bamboo, paper méaché, and silk thread (1). During performances, they also
wear a red thread-woven cap (3).

The aboriginal tribes of the islands still roam naked. Nowadays, there is some change in the lifestyles of
some tribes and they have started wearing modern clothes. The youth of the Onges tribe have
abandoned the no-dress culture and adorn their heads with sea-shell ornaments and flower leaves
while dancing and singing. The population of this tribe is currently 94.

On the islands, Christians, Sikhs and Hindus also reside and wear their traditional headgear.
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