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Welcome to the “Saviours of the Environment” calendar and
booklet. This time we honour those whose tireless efforts have
made our planet liveable for future generations. The calendar is
designed to inspire ACTION and raise AWARENESS about

climate change and the importance of preserving mother Earth.

Climate change, wildlife conservation, and other important issues
facing our planet may seem much bigger than any of us, individual
action can collectively make a tremendous difference. We have
included some of the most inspiring champions from around the
world. These people may have started their activities on a small
scale, but their actions have since made such a strong impact that

they will have a hand in preventing the destruction of nature.

Life Stories of these environmentalists teaches that change is
possible on Earth with effort. Let’s celebrate these champions

and commit to being part of the solution.

The future of our planet is in our hands.

MOBIUS
FOUNDATION

www.mobiusf.org



Gantam Partho Roy

Dear Friends,

This yeat’s “Saviours of the Environment” calendar gave me a chance to
learn more about each of the champions which are featured. Their different
personalities and the causes they are passionate about made this project
both interesting and challenging.

As an artist, my goal was to represent these remarkable individuals and
their stories through my paintings. It was important for me to capture
not just their likenesses but also the essence of their work. I focused on
getting the right balance of expression, colour, and background to reflect
their passion and the messages they stand for.

I hope my artwork helps you connect with each champion and inspires you
to appreciate their contributions.

Thank you forjoining usin celebrating these “Saviours of the Environment”.

Gautam Partho Roy
Contact: +91-93508-58538
E-mail: gautampartharoy@gmail.com




Pradip Burman

Dear Friends,

I'am proud to introduce the “Saviours of the Environment” calendar, a project
close to my heart. Throughout history, environmentalists have had a great
impact on nature, also on individual lives. Environmentalists have been
the brains behind sustainable solutions, authors of seminal literature, the
change in public policies, individual behaviour, wildlife and ecosystems.

We are honouring 40 environmental champions from around the world who
have contributed significantly towards environmental protection. These
individuals have worked tirelessly to bring about change, paving the way for a
sustainable future. One such example is Dr. Rajendra Singh, known as the
Water Man of India, who dedicated his efforts to reviving rivers in Rajasthan.

Other notable figures include Al Gore, whose documentary An Inconvenient
Truth raised global awareness about climate change and inspired action.
Sir David Attenborough and his documentaries, including Life on Earth
(1979), The Living Planet (1984), and Planet Earth (2006), which have
educated the public about environmental issues and the impacts of climate
change.

Looking ahead, it’s important that our youth leads the way to chart the
path and bring about the change for their own future. By doing activities
like picking up litter, and planting trees, we can all make our world a happier,
healthier place to live.

Pradip Burman

Chairman
Mobius Foundation
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Greta Thunberg — EN (2003 — )

reta Thunberg, born on January 3, 2003, in Stockholm, Sweden, is
a renowned environmental activist recognized for her passionate
advocacy against climate change. Her journey began at eight

when she learned about environmental issues, prompting her to adopt
sustainable practices and inspire her family to reduce their carbon footprint.

Diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome, obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD), and selective mutism, her unique perspective has shaped her
activism. In 2018, she led the “Fridays for Future” movement, staging her
first protest outside the Swedish parliament. This grassroots effort quickly
gained global momentum, uniting youth worldwide in a powerful
movement to demand climate action and hold leaders accountable
for their inaction.

Her impactful speeches have resonated at significant forums, including
the World Economic Forum and the UN Climate Action Summit, where
her call for urgent action received widespread attention, leading to the
phenomenon known as the “Greta effect.” Her book, No One Is Too
Small to Make a Difference, compiles her speeches, while the documentary
I Am Greta chronicles her journey. She has received numerous accolades,
including an honorary fellowship from the Royal Scottish Geographical
Society, being named Time’s youngest Person of the Year in 2019, and
multiple Nobel Peace Prize nominations.

She continues to advocate for climate action, focusing on sustainable
development goals and collaborating with Indigenous communities to
amplify their voices and traditional ecological knowledge, inspiring a new
generation to demand accountability from leaders worldwide.







Afroz Shab — OA (1985~ )

froz Shah, an Indian lawyer and environmentalist, is renowned
A for organizing some of the largest beach clean-ups in history.
His commitment to environmental sustainability has profoundly
impacted coastal protection and spurred global action. Born and raised
in Mumbai, he developed a deep affection for the sea while playing on

the city’s beaches. His motivation to act arose from witnessing the severe
degradation of these beaches due to garbage.

In 2015, he initiated the clean-up of Versova Beach, Mumbai transforming
it from a polluted dump into a pristine coastline. Over three years, nearly
nine million kilograms of waste were collected and removed by thousands
of volunteers. This monumental effort earned him the United Nations
Champion of the Earth award in 2016 for his significant contribution
to combating plastic pollution.

One of the most remarkable outcomes of his initiative was the return of
olive ridley turtles to Versova Beach, Mumbai. After the clean-up, it took
around five years for these turtles to return and begin nesting again. Prior
to the clean-up, the beach had been too polluted for nesting. The turtles’
return marked a significant turnaround in the beach’s ecological health.

He has since broadened his efforts to include clean-ups of mangroves and
rivers. He plans to extend his campaign to more polluted sites both within
India and internationally, advocating for major reforms in waste management
and legislative changes to address plastic pollution. Afroz Shah’s journey
exemplifies the power of individual action in driving collective change,
reminding us that sustainable living is a shared responsibility.







Al Gore— CC (1948 — )

1 Gore, born on March 31, 1948, in Washington, D.C,, is a

prominent American politician, author, and environmental activist

renowned for his advocacy on climate change. Serving as the 45
th Vice President of the United States under President Bill Clinton from
1993 to 2001, he has dedicated much of his life to raising awareness
about environmental issues.

His influential documentary, “An Inconvenient Truth (2006)”, brought
the climate crisis to the forefront of public consciousness, presenting
compelling evidence of global warming and its impacts. The documentary
won an Academy Award and sparked widespread discussions about
climate action, earning him a Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 for his efforts
to build global awareness and initiatives to combat climate change.

In addition to the Nobel Prize, he has received numerous accolades,
including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Medal for
Exceptional Service, the Richard Nixon Prize for Peace, and the
Gandhi-King Award for Nonviolence. He was also named one of the
100 Most Influential People in the World by Time magazine multiple times.

He founded the Alliance for Climate Protection and has been instrumental
in promoting renewable energy and advocating for policies to reduce carbon
emissions. Through the Climate Reality Project, which has branches in
various countries, he focuses on education and advocacy to drive climate
action. This initiative empowers individuals and organizations worldwide
to address climate change effectively. Through his books, public speaking
engagements, and educational initiatives, he continues to influence the
conversation on climate change, emphasizing that the fight against it is a
moral imperative for current and future generations.







Amrita Devi Bishnoi — BD (1700 — 1730)

mrita Devi Bishnoi, a courageous woman from the Bishnoi
A community, lived in Khejrali village near Jodhpur in the 1700s.

The village is named after the Khejri (Prosopis cineraria) trees,
which are essential to the Thar Desert ecosystem. These trees provide
shade, serve as fodder for camels, goats, and cattle, offer edible pods, and
supply wood for fuel. Additionally, their roots enrich the soil by fixing
atmospheric nitrogen, enhancing fertility.

Guided by Guru Jambeshwar’s teachings, the Bishnoi community prioritizes
the protection of animals, trees, and the environment. From a young age,
Amrita and the other villagers held a deep reverence for nature, particularly
trees. They practiced daily rituals of greeting and thanking trees, reflecting
their profound respect for the environment and living creatures.

In the 1700s, Maharaja Abhay Singh of Jodhpur sought Khejri wood
for a new palace and sent soldiers to cut down the trees her village. In
a dramatic act of bravery, she hugged a tree and vowed to sacrifice
her life to protect it, embodying her Bishnoi principles. Her courage
inspired others to join her, and despite facing severe threats, they remained
steadfast. Tragically, 363 villagers were killed before the Maharaja
halted the deforestation.

Her sacrifice has become a symbol of environmental activism. Her
legacy is honoured annually in September by the Bishnoi community. In
recognition of her profound impact on environmental conservation, she
was posthumously awarded the Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar in
1998. Her actions influenced the Chipko movement in the 1970s and led to
the establishment of the Amrita Devi Bishnoi Wildlife Protection Award in
2001, celebrating environmental champions.







Anil Agarwal — CC (1947 — 2002)

as a ‘persistent pest’ needing a ‘truly deadly pesticide,” but Anil

Agarwal was one such courageous individual. Anil Agarwal was
an environmental activist, journalist, and scholar who redefined India’s
environmental issues from the perspective of the poor. In the 1980s, he
was a vocal advocate for environmental justice, addressing issues from
deteriorating water quality in rural areas to global climate change.

l 1 ew science journalists would dare to describe their government

Born on November 23, 1947, in Kanpur, he graduated with a degree in
Mechanical Engineering from II'T Kanpur. However, he shifted his career
path to become a science correspondent at Hindustan Times in 1974, where
he wrote extensively on environmental issues.

His significant contribution to environmental sustainability was the
founding of the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) in New
Delhi in 1980. The CSE was established on the principle of using scientific
knowledge to influence government policies and corporate practices at a
time when environmental groups focused mainly on wildlife conservation.
Under his leadership, CSE launched the influential magazine Down
To Earth and the annual report State of India’s Environment, which
provided crucial insights into environmental degradation.

He also supported grassroots efforts to protect local communities from
unsustainable development. Among his numerous accolades, he received
the Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan, two of India’s highest civilian
awards. Anil He passed away on January 2, 2002, at the age of 54. His
legacy continues to inspire environmental activism and policy reform.







Dr. Anil Prakash Joshi — IS (1955 - )

r. Anil Prakash Joshi, born in 1955 in the Himalayan village of
D Kotdwar, Uttarakhand, combines his doctoral degree in ecology
with a deep commitment to optimizing nature’s resources for
village communities. His journey from botanist to entrepreneur at the
Himalayan Environmental Studies and Conservation Organisation

(HESCO) merges scientific rigor with practical solutions grounded
in local wisdom, refined during his teaching career.

He is a passionate advocate for sustainable economic development in rural
India through the innovative use of local resources. His motto, “Local
need meet locally,” emphasizes his dedication to fostering economic
independence by developing local resources, upgrading traditional
practices, and promoting local markets. This decentralized approach has
led to significant outcomes, such as the adoption of his technology by water
millers in mountainous regions, creating a transformative impact in states
like Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.

His influence extends to promoting local agricultural produce through
collaborations with religious shrines such as Vaishno Deviand Badrinath,
where offerings are made from locally sourced crops. This practice boosts
local economies and creates employment, particularly for women. His
initiatives also include developing orchards with local communities,
revitalizing barren lands, and generating job opportunities.

His vision of an “ecology-inclusive economy” has attracted attention from
policymakers and planners. His efforts have led to the establishment of
the Himalayan Fruit Processing Association and initiatives like WISE
(Women’s Initiative for Self-Employment), which empowers women
through employment and entrepreneurship opportunities. Dr. Anil P
Joshi, honoured with the Jamnalal Bajaj Award and an Ashoka Fellowship,
received the Padma Shri in 2006 and the Padma Bhushan in 2020 for his
contributions to environmental conservation in Uttarakhand. He also
appeared on the Karamveer episode of Kaun Banega Crorepati.
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Basanti Devi — 1§ (1960 — )

asanti Devi is a distinguished environmentalist from Pithoragarh,

Uttarakhand, whose groundbreaking work in river conservation

and forest protection earns her widespread recognition. Born and
raised in a region deeply connected to its natural resources, she has become
a prominent figure in environmental activism, particularly known for her
contributions to the Kosi River and the Chipko Movement.

In June 2003, when the Kosi River near Almora faced its lowest summer
flow, she spearheaded a critical conservation campaign. She educated local
women about the importance of not cutting trees for firewood and
established 200 women’s groups called ‘Mahila Mangal Dal.’ These
groups committed to using only dead wood, planting lakhs of broad-leaved
Oka trees, halting the siphoning of river water by hotels and resorts, and
preventing forest fires. Their collective efforts led to a remarkable recovery
in water levels within the Kosi watershed, transforming a once near-dry
area into a revitalized and flourishing region.

Earlier in her career, she was also involved in the Chipko Movement, a
nonviolent protest against deforestation in the 1970s. Her advocacy for
hugging trees to prevent logging was instrumental in raising awareness
about forest conservation and inspired similar movements across India.

In recognition of her exceptional contributions, Basanti Devi received the
Padma Shri in 2022 and the Nari Shakti Samman. Her legacy continues
to inspire environmentalists and communities, demonstrating the profound
impact of dedicated grassroots activism on ecological preservation.

13







Chandi Prasad Bhatt — 1S (1934 - )

born on June 23, 1934, in Gopeshwar, Chamoli, Uttarakhand.
Influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s principles of peace and non-
violence, he has played a crucial role in environmental activism, particularly
through his involvement in the Chipko Movement during the 1970s.
This movement, known for villagers hugging trees to prevent deforestation,

( : handi Prasad Bhatt is one of India’s pioneering environmentalists,

was instrumental in preserving the forests of the Garhwal region.

In 1964, he founded the Dasholi Gram Swarajya Mandal (DGSM), a
cooperative organization dedicated to improving the livelihoods of
peasants in his native region. The DGSM served as the foundation for the
Chipko Movement, with him employing Gandhian non-violent resistance
to challenge harmful logging practices. Under his leadership, the DGSM
promoted tree planting, conservation, and sustainable forest management,
helping to maintain ecological balance.

His efforts extended to empowering local women, who played a crucial role in
the Chipko Movement by halting logging, advocating for reforestation,
and addressing social issues such as alcoholism, which contributed
to violence against women. His initiatives led to the re-vegetation of
hillsides and fostered community discussions on environmental and social
needs.

His dedication to environmental sustainability and climate change has
earned him numerous accolades, including the Ramon Magsaysay
Award for Community Leadership (1982), Padma Shri (1986), Padma
Bhushan (2005), Gandhi Peace Prize (2013), and the Sri Sathya Sai
Award (2016). He has authored several influential books, such as Pratikar
Ke Ankur, Future of Large Projects in the Himalaya, Eco-system of
Central Himalaya, and Chipko Experience, contributing significantly to the
discourse on forest conservation and large dams.
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David Attenborough — EN (1926 — )

avid Attenborough, born on May 8, 1926, in Isleworth,
D Middlesex, is a celebrated broadcaster, naturalist, and advocate
for environmental sustainability. Known for his captivating voice
and storytelling, he has introduced the wonders of the natural world into

homes for over 40 years. Attenborough studied natural sciences at Clare
College, Cambridge, before serving in the British Royal Navy.

He began his broadcasting career at the BBC, producing the groundbreaking
series Zoo Quest in 1954. His subsequent documentaries, including
Life on Earth (1979), The Living Planet (1984), and Planet Earth
(20006), have been pivotal in educating the public about environmental
issues, biodiversity, and the impacts of climate change. Through these
documentaries, Attenborough has highlighted the urgent need for
conservation and sustainable practices.

In addition to his broadcasting work, Attenborough has undertaken
numerous expeditions to document wildlife and ecosystems worldwide. His
journeys have taken him from the rainforests of Borneo to the ice caps of
Antarctica, allowing him to showcase the planet’s extraordinary diversity.
These explorations not only enriched his documentaries but also provided
crucial insights into the effects of climate change on vulnerable habitats.
His efforts have contributed to a global understanding of ecological issues,
shaping public discourse and influencing policymakers.

His work has earned him numerous accolades, including the Order of
Merit in 2005, the Bafta Fellowship in 2013, and the Champion of the
Earth award from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
in 2022. Through his dedication, David Attenborough continues to inspire
millions to appreciate and protect our planet, reminding us of our intrinsic
connection to nature.







David Suzuki — BD (1936 — )

avid Suzuki is a prominent Canadian environmental activist,

broadcaster, and scientist with a Ph.D. in zoology from the

University of Chicago. He served as a professor in the genetics
department at the University of British Columbia from 1963 until his
retirement in 2001. Driven by a passion for making science accessible, he
transitioned into broadcasting, where he has made significant contributions
to environmental awareness.

For over four decades, he hosted The Nature of Things, a television
program that brought complex environmental issues into the homes of
millions. Through this platform, he made scientific concepts engaging and
understandable, fostering a greater public appreciation of environmental
science. As a prolific author of over 50 books focusing on environmental
issues, genetics, and sustainability, he has provided valuable resources that
highlight the urgent need for environmental action.

In 1990, he co-founded the David Suzuki Foundation, a non-profit
organization dedicated to environmental conservation and education.
The foundation emphasizes climate change, sustainable ecosystems, and
clean energy solutions, advocating for a holistic approach to environmental

stewardship that recognizes the interconnectedness of human and planetary
health.

His efforts have earned him numerous accolades, including the Order
of Canada, the United Nations Environment Programme Medal,
and the Right Livelihood Award, often referred to as the “Alternative
Nobel Prize.” Inspired by a deep love for nature and a commitment to
future generations, David Suzuki continues to shape public discourse on
environmental issues, inspiring individuals to engage in the critical work of
protecting our planet.
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Eugene Pleasants Odum — LS (1913 — 2002)

ugene Pleasants Odum, born on September 17, 1913, is often

celebrated as the “Father of Modern Ecology.” His pioneering

research laid the foundation for sustainability and our
understanding of ecosystems. Odum’s early exposure to the natural
world, influenced by his sociologist father, sparked a lifelong passion for
environmental issues.

In 1953, he published “Fundamentals of Ecology,” a seminal textbook
that remains a standard reference in the field. This work introduced the
concept of ecosystems, emphasizing the intricate relationships between
living organisms and their environments. His research on nutrient cycling
and energy flow within ecosystems deepened scientific knowledge and
highlighted the critical need for conserving natural resources.

He famously stated, “The world is not a set of separate parts, but an
interwoven web of life,” reflecting his belief in the interconnectedness of
all living systems. This insight became a cornerstone of the environmental
movement, especially during the rise of Earth Day in 1970, when his ideas
on the global network of ecosystems gained widespread attention.

Throughout his career, he advocated for ecological balance and
sustainability, influencing generations of scientists and environmentalists.
His commitment to ecological education helped shape modern conservation
efforts and policies.

Even after his passing in 2002, his contributions continue to resonate,
inspiring ongoing research and efforts to address escalating environmental
challenges. His vision of a sustainable future serves as a beacon of hope,
encouraging us to recognize and protect the delicate interconnections that
sustain life on Earth.
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Fateh Singh Rathore — BD (1938 — 20117)

ateh Singh Rathore was a distinguished leader in wildlife
F conservation who made significant contributions to preserving
India’s natural heritage. Born in Choradia village, Jodhpur district,
Rajasthan, his deep connection to the diverse ecosystems of his homeland

shaped his lifelong passion for conservation.

He joined the Forest Service in 1960 and became a key member of
the pioneering Project Tiger team. His exceptional commitment to
environmental protection, particularly in Ranthambore National Park,
left a lasting impact. Known widely as a “tiger expert,” his expertise in
big cats was legendary. In 1973, while serving as the Field Director of
Ranthambore National Park, he transformed the hunting grounds
into a Project Tiger Area, marking a historic initiative to safeguard
tigers. His innovative approach included relocating villages from within
the park, which significantly boosted the tiger population and elevated
Ranthambore to a globally recognized tiger reserve.

Under his leadership, he implemented groundbreaking techniques such
as habitat management, anti-poaching measures, and community
involvement. His work underscored the importance of the tiger as a
keystone species crucial for forest ecosystems. He also emphasized the role
of sustainable practices in wildlife conservation, contributing to broader
environmental sustainability and climate change efforts. Throughout
his 50-year career in wildlife conservation, he earned accolades for his
contributions, including the Padma Bhushan in 2005. Although he passed
away in 2011, his legacy continues to inspire and influence organizations
like the Ranthambore Foundation and Tiger Watch, reflecting his enduring
impact on conservation.
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Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland — EN (1939 - )

ro Harlem Brundtland, born on April 20, 1939, in Oslo, Norway,
G is a renowned politician and public health advocate who has
significantly contributed to sustainable development,
environmental protection, and women’s rights. She served as Norway’s

youngest and first female prime minister across three non-consecutive
terms: in 1981, and from 1986 to 1989, and from 1990 to 1996.

Her journey began with her medical training, culminating in a Master of
Public Health (MPH). Her decade in Norway’s public health system as both
a physician and scientist underscored her belief that health is a fundamental
human right. She emphasized that freedom, democracy, and human dignity
thrive only when health is prioritized.

In the 1980s, she gained global recognition as chair of the World Commission
on Environment and Development, leading to the influential report “Our
Common Future,” which popularized the concept of sustainable
development. She later served as Director-General of the World Health
Organization from 1998 to 2003, advocating for health’s role in sustainable
development.

She was also the UN Special Envoy on Climate Change from 2007 to 2010
and joined the UN Secretary-General’s Global Sustainability Panel in 2011.
A founding member of The Elders, she served as its Deputy Chair from
2013 to 2018.

Throughout her career, she has received numerous accolades, including
honorary doctorates and awards like the UNEP’s Global 500 Roll of
Honour and the Harvard Medical School’s Global Health Catalyst

Award, reflecting her lifelong commitment to health and sustainability.
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Himmat Ram Bhambhn — AG (1956 — )

immat Ram Bhambhu, born on February 14, 1956, in Sukwasi

village, Nagaur district, Rajasthan, is a renowned environmental

activist and social reformer whose work has significantly
impacted sustainable agriculture and community empowerment.

In 1999, he purchased six acres of land in Harima village and
transformed it into a lush forest by planting 11,000 saplings. His
dedication to this project, including transporting and mixing water
from distant sources, demonstrated his commitment to overcoming
environmental challenges. The area now supports a diverse range of
wildlife and is affectionately known as a thriving green sanctuary. Inspired
by his grandmother’s saplings planted in 1975, Himmat Ram Bhambhu has
overseen the growth of 350,000 trees, earning him the nickname “Registan
ke Ratna Ram.”

His contributions extend beyond forest conservation to organic agriculture.
He has promoted sustainable farming practices, focusing on soil health,
reducing chemical inputs, and preserving traditional seeds. His efforts
included educating local farmers on organic techniques and natural
pest control, emphasizing the importance of ecological balance for
food security.

In addition to his environmental work, he has addressed social inequalities
by empowering marginalized communities, particularly through advocating
for the rights of Dalits and improving their access to education and
economic opportunities.

For his remarkable contributions to environmental conservation and social
justice, he was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2020. His legacy
continues to inspire, reflecting his dedication to creating a sustainable and
equitable world.
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Jadav ‘Molai’ Payeng — 1.§ (1959 - )

adav ‘Molai’ Payeng, known as the “Forest Man of India,” is
celebrated for transforming barren sandbars into a vibrant forest in
Kokilamukh, Assam, now spanning 550 hectares. Born on October
31, 1959, into a Missing tribe family of buffalo farmers, he began his
environmental work as a labourer on a forestry project in Golaghat, Assam.

His inspiration to start planting trees was ignited after witnessing the
devastating aftermath of the 1965 Brahmaputra flood, which forced
his family to relocate to Majuli. The floods exposed him to the severe
deforestation and soil erosion plaguing his region, leaving a profound
impact on his young mind. He observed how the loss of trees contributed
to environmental degradation and the displacement of wildlife. Driven by
a deep sense of responsibility and a desire to restore the ecosystem,
he began planting trees on a barren sandbar in 1979.

Over the next 30—40 years, he single-handedly planted around 40
million trees, creating what is now known as the Molai Forest. This
thriving ecosystem has become a sanctuary for tigers, rhinoceroses, and
numerous bird species, showcasing the transformative power of individual
action.

For his exceptional contributions to conservation, he received the Padma
Shri in 2015. His work has garnered international recognition, and he
continues to expand the Molai Forest and educate communities about
environmental sustainability. Payeng’s dedication exemplifies how one
person’s efforts in afforestation can lead to significant ecological and
global conservation impacts. His journey serves as a powerful reminder
of the importance of individual action in addressing environmental
challenges.
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Jane Goodal/ — BD (1934 — )

ane Goodall, born on April 3, 1934, in London, is a renowned

primatologist, ethologist, and environmental activist. Best known

for her groundbreaking research on chimpanzees in Tanzania, her

work has fundamentally transformed our understanding of animal
behaviour and the intricate connections within ecosystems. Her
observations revealed the emotional and social complexities of chimpanzee
communities, emphasizing their similarities to humans.

She is a passionate advocate for biodiversity conservation and environmental
protection. She famously stated, “What you do makes a difference, and
you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” This
philosophy has driven her efforts to raise awareness about the threats facing
wildlife and their habitats.

In addition to her research, she has been a vocal opponent of animal
testing. She argues that it is both unethical and unnecessary, advocating
for alternative methods that respect animal rights and welfare. Through
her organization, the Jane Goodall Institute, she promotes innovative
conservation efforts and educational programs that empower communities
to protect wildlife and their environments.

Her contributions have earned her numerous accolades, including the Gold
Medal of the World Wildlife Fund and the UN Messenger of Peace
designation. she has also received the Templeton Prize for her work in
promoting peace and understanding among species. Through her tireless
advocacy and research, Jane she continues to inspire a global movement for
conservation, emphasizing the importance of respecting all living beings
and protecting our planet’s biodiversity.







Johan Rockstrom — CC (1965 - )

ohan Rockstrom, born on December 31, 1965, is a leading scientist

renowned for his contributions to global sustainability. He serves

as the Joint Director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact

Research in Germany and holds professorships in Earth System Science
at the University of Potsdam and in Water Systems and Global Sustainability
at Stockholm University.

He is best known for introducing the concept of “Planetary Boundaries,”
a critical framework for understanding the environmental crises facing
humanity. Developed by a team of international scientists, the framework
was first published in 2009, with updates in 2015 and 2023. It outlines nine
planetary boundaries that are essential for maintaining a “safe operating
space for humanity”” The documentary Breaking Boundaries: e Science
of Our Planet was also produced in the year 2021, bringing attention to the
urgent need to address these environmental limits.

As a prominent advocate for sustainability, Johan Rockstrom provides
scientific guidance on addressing climate change through the
protection of forests and oceans, innovative conservation research, and
the development of scalable sustainability models. With over 100 scientific
publications, his research spans earth system science, land and water
management, and global sustainability.

He has received numerous accolades for his impactful work, including
being named “Swede of the Year” in 2009 for connecting climate
science with policy and societal action. He has also been recognized with
the Gottlieb Duttweiler Award for his contributions to sustainable
development. He gained further visibility through his prominent role in the
Netflix documentary Breaking Boundaries (2021), where he continues to
advocate for urgent action on environmental protection.







Kallen Pokkudan — LS (1937 — 2015)

11 T have planted and tended to are the mad mangroves”
A encapsulates the life and work of Kallen Pokkudan, a

humanist and environmentalist. Born in 1937 in Ezhom Moola
village, Kannur district, Kerala, he hailed from a family of agricultural
laborers in the Pulaya community. Known as the ‘Mangrove Man of
India,’ he dedicated himself to mangrove conservation in Kerala starting
in 1989.

Over the past three decades, Kerala has lost 95% of its mangroves due
to human activity. In the 1980s, mangrove conservation was largely
overlooked by authorities. Undeterred, he began restoring mangroves
in the Valapatthan basin, eventually planting over 100,000 saplings
and reforesting extensive coastal areas. His work highlighted the
critical role of mangroves in providing ecosystem services and protecting
coastal communities from natural disasters. The importance of his efforts
gained wider recognition, particularly following the 2004 tsunami, which
underscored the protective value of mangroves.

He received numerous accolades for his contributions, including the State
Forest Department’s First Vanamithra Award, the Harithavyakthi
Award, the PV. Thampi Environmentalist Award, and the Bhoomi
Mithra Award. Kannur University honoured him with the title of ‘Acharya.’
Kallen Pokkudan passed away in 2015, leaving a lasting legacy in mangrove
conservation and environmental sustainability.
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